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the scenery which surrounds us is picturesque, and the neighboring hills are covered with verdure, but
the lake is totally desolate. no trace of bird or insect could be seen, and the only life was the huge

amount of water-beetles which were swarming about. we had heard of the existence of these insects,
and it was interesting to see their home and breeding places, which were close to the shore, in tiny
hollows, where, from the appearance of the rocks, it was evident that they were numerous and very

busily engaged. we also discovered the nest of a wild swallow, and found that it was still occupied, and
the young birds were out feeding. there were also huge numbers of frogs, which were making great

splashes in the pools, while the water-lilies were all in bloom, and looking like fine lace. the camp site
selected for our fourth nights rest was at kootenay crossing. here, within an area of a few miles, we

touched the hem of tragedys garment, for farm after farm, and cabin after cabin stood silentdeserted!
the men who had settled there had enlisted for service overseas, had lain down the ploughshare and
taken up the swordand, they had not come back! mount blade with fire and sword 1138 serial keyrar
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